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The Michigan Values Life petition drive must collect 
340,047 valid signatures to initiate legislation to 
ban dismemberment abortions—the most common 
late-term abortion procedure in Michigan.

The petition drive began on June 26, 2019. The 
180-day window to collect signatures ends on 
December 23, 2019.

As of this writing, we are closing in on receiving 
340,000 signatures we believe to be valid. However, 
our goal is 400,000 signatures. Though every 
signature is carefully checked, we can’t catch every 
error.

That means 340,000 isn’t good enough, or even 
370,000. As we approach the end of the petition 
drive, we still need more signatures to make sure 
our pro-abortion Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson 
can’t kill this effort because she found too many 
invalid signatures.

We’ve set the target end date of the petition drive 
as Thursday, December 12. That means people 
should continue collecting signatures through 
Thursday, December 12. On that date, all remaining 

Petition Drive to Ban Dismemberment Abortions 
Nears Final Days
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signatures should be mailed in to the address listed 
on the petitions, or delivered to Right to Life of 
Michigan offices if that’s more convenient.

Setting a target date does not mean to stop 
collecting signatures now. If we don’t continue 
collecting, we will not have enough cushion for the 
petition drive to be successful.

We also strongly encourage everyone to send in 
completed petitions before December 12. We 
continue to receive petitions with signatures dated 
in July and August. We appreciate these past 
efforts, but the delay in receiving those signatures 
affects our plans and efforts to check them. We must 
check every signature so when we submit them, we 
know we have enough, rather than hoping we have 
enough. 

Most of you reading this issue have already signed 
the petition. Have you circulated a petition yet? 
Have you gotten anybody else to sign it?

We have had about 7,000 people who have 
circulated the petition so far. However, that means 
more than 30,000 people reading this newspaper 
haven’t circulated a petition yet. If every person 
who hasn’t circulated a petition yet filled out just 
one petition by getting 8 signatures, that would net 
240,000 signatures.

The power of the prolife movement is our grassroots. 
Though this petition drive has faced an unbelievable 
number of hurdles—even before we began—we are 
still closing in on the finish line. Our grassroots effort 
in the final days will make the difference between 
finishing strong or finding out we were disqualified 
after crossing the finish line.

On October 29th, Governor Gretchen Whitmer 
held a press conference to introduce New York-style 
legislation to allow unlimited abortions in Michigan, 

including re-legalizing partial-birth abortions. 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer criticized the petition 
drive to ban dismemberment abortions.

Governor Whitmer said, “They’ve already passed a 
bill to ban a safe procedure that has saved women’s 
lives. And as they know, I’m going to veto those 
bills if they ever have the backbone to send them to  
my desk.”

Governor Whitmer claims our petition drive to 
end dismemberment abortions is banning a ‘safe’ 
procedure. There’s nothing safe for a child during 
the later stages of pregnancy when her arms and 
legs are torn off by forceps, and her body and 
skull crushed and removed. The legislation we are 
initiating to end dismemberment abortions has a 
life of the mother exception, so Governor Whitmer’s 
rhetoric is as empty as her compassion for viable 
children who can survive outside the womb.

We will show Governor Whitmer our backbone as 
we continue working towards 400,000 signatures 
to ignore her promised veto. We must end the 
dismemberment abortion procedure that rips 
backbones out of viable children. 

Where can you get petitions to circulate to end 
dismemberment abortions in Michigan?

• Request them from MichiganValuesLife.org,  
as well as materials to help you circulate.

• Pick them up from a Right to Life of Michigan 
office during business hours:
Grand Rapids: 2340 Porter St. SW
Lansing: 233 N. Walnut St.
Wyandotte: 2010 Eureka Rd.
St. Clair Shores: 27417 Harper Ave.

• Contact your local Right to Life of Michigan 
affiliate

The target end date of the petition drive to end 
dismemberment abortions is Thursday, December 12.

What does this mean?

Keep collecting signatures  
until December 12.

Send in completed petitions as  
you finish them.

All petitions must be postmarked or 
delivered to Right to Life of Michigan 

offices or staff by December 12.

What doesn’t this mean?

Do not stop collecting signatures! 
Keep collecting until the target date, 

or we will not have enough signatures.

Do not hold petitions until December 
12! Mail in petitions as you complete 

them so we have enough time to 
count them.
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The Bully Pulpit vs. the Ballot Box

Barbara Listing, President
Right to Life of Michigan

Elections have consequences! We 
are now living with the consequences 
of the results of election 2018 
gubernatorial results. With the 
election of Gretchen Whitmer as 
Michigan’s governor, we knew the 
days ahead would be drastically 
different for Michigan citizens who 
value life.

During 2018 campaign days, we 
pointed to her pro-abortion legislative 
record and her campaign speeches 
promoting a reversal of Michigan’s 

protective, lifesaving laws. Now 
during her first year in office, the 
Governor has the “bully pulpit” and 
is using it to publicly promote a death 
agenda.
 
On October 29th, Governor Whitmer 
held a press conference to announce 
her support of  radical pro-abortion 
bills misnamed the Reproductive 
Health Act. If enacted, the bills will 
drastically change the landscape of 
Michigan. Michigan will join states 
like New York, Illinois and California 
to embrace and celebrate abortion.  
 
Should the bills ever become part 
of Michigan statutes, what can we 
expect? Our predictions:

• A rapid increase in the number 
of abortions from both Michigan 
citizens and out-of-state women.  
Michigan becomes a mecca for 
the unlimited right to abortion. 

• A reversal of the present 80% 
decrease of teen abortions. 

Secret teen abortions will again 
become the norm with the 
removal of any parental consent 
requirements.

• An increase in abortion-related 
complications with abortion 
clinics no longer being inspected 
or needing to meet standard 
health regulations.

• Women being coerced into 
an abortion by men, family, 
employers, school personnel 
with the abolishment of present 
protections. 

• An increase in abortion 
complications with any medical 
professional being able to 
perform abortions.  

• The deaths of more unborn 
children and more walking 
wounded women.

This is only a partial list of what could 
face Michigan citizens in the days 

ahead. Our pro-abortion Governor 
and her allies in the state legislature 
have given us their blueprint for 
Michigan’s future.
 
We desire a different future for 
Michigan. We’ll continue our work to 
make Michigan a state which values 
all life especially the most innocent 
members of our human family. We 
will not abandon our duty to unborn 
babies. We will continue to work to 
prevent the killing of unborn children 
by such barbaric procedures as 
dismemberment. We will continue to 
demand none of our money goes to 
kill unborn babies. We will continue to 
ensure parents are not excluded from 
their teen’s life and death decisions. 

The Governor may have the “bully 
pulpit” but prolife citizens have the 
ballot box. We must  continue sending 
legislators to Lansing who will stand 
in the way of this Governor’s desire 
to turn Michigan into a state which 
promotes death and not life. 

Right to Life of Michigan is a non-sectarian, non-partisan organization of prolife groups in the 
state of Michigan, committed to articulating and protecting the right to life of defenseless 
human beings, born and unborn. 

This commitment is derived from a belief that each human being, from the time of fertilization 
to natural death, has an immeasurable dignity and inalienable right to life. The RLM News is a 
publication distributed to members and supporters of Right to Life of Michigan and its affiliate 
groups.
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With the high rate of abortions that take place in Detroit, 
Right to Life of Michigan is working hard to help women 
find resources and alternatives to abortion. This year, we 
launched the website HelpintheD.org, which lists dozens 
of resources for women in need, from pregnancy help to 
childcare, material assistance and healthcare. Our hope 
is that this site encourages women to find the resources 
to choose life and thrive as mothers.

To continue our outreach efforts in Detroit, we annually 
award grant money to pregnancy centers that serve the 
women of Detroit. This is the third year we awarded 
grants. Grants were given to seven centers: CareNet of 
Detroit, Pregnancy Aid, Image of God SE, Image of God 

SW, Detroit Pregnancy Test and Help Center, Mother 
and Unborn Baby Care, and Guadalupe Workers.

On August 1st, we visited five of these centers to present 
them the grants in-person.

These centers across the Detroit all have many 
differences: from how many people they have on staff, to 
whether they have an ultrasound machine, to how they 
spread the word—online or through word of mouth. But 
they all have the same goal: to help women with the 
support they need to choose life for their child, and to 
walk with them through their pregnancy and beyond.

2019 Grants Awarded to Detroit Pregnancy Centers

Double forHuman Life

Visit RTL.org/donate

Your online tax-deductible gift  
will be matched!
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Affiliate Spotlight
Livingston County Ends Abortion  
Insurance Coverage

There was a huge prolife victory in Livingston County this summer. On 
August 26, the Livingston County Board of Commissioners passed a 
measure to end tax-funding of county health insurance plans that cover 
abortion. The vote was 7 to 2. 

The Michigan state budget doesn’t include any funding for abortion and 
our 2013 petition drive prevented an Obamacare mandate that could have 
made abortion a standard part of health insurance. However, many local 
governments and other publicly-funded agencies like state universities 
have health insurance plans that cover abortion. 

Many community members attended the board’s meeting to encourage a 
prolife vote, including members of Livingston County Right to Life. There 
were also several abortion supporters who stood protesting with signs 
beforehand, and advocated for a “right to choose” during the meeting. We 
are thankful to the 7 Livingston County Commissioners who took a brave 
stance in defense of life!

Arenac County Right to Life Chain  
Goes Unstomped

Arenac County Right to Life held their Life Chain event early on September 
29, 2019, in Standish. Weeks before this event, we received a mysterious 
e-mail from Planned Parenthood, telling their followers to come to a 
“stomp the bans” march with their goal being to “directly disrupt” the 
Arenac County Life Chain. It was unfortunate to hear of disruptions being 
planned with seemingly violent language involving an already divisive issue. 
However, Arenac County Right to Life refused to be intimidated. Their brave 
prolife volunteers stood out in less than perfect weather, and they never 
encountered the mysterious Planned Parenthood “stompers.”

Petition Gathering Across Michigan

Right to Life of Michigan affiliates all over the state have been hard at work 
collecting signatures to end dismemberment abortion, contributing to 
our goal of reaching 400,000 signatures. They have spent countless hours 
holding drives at churches, sporting events, and local events like festivals 
and fairs. Here are a few pictures of our affiliates in action! 

Arenac County Right to Life September Life Chain Event

Van Buren County Right to Life set up a moving visual display while gathering 
signatures, with each sock representing an unborn child who lost their life to a 

dismemberment abortion in 2018.

Dickinson County Right to Life gathered signatures at this event over  
Labor Day weekend.

Ogemaw County Right to Life is hard at work in a small county, already collecting 
more than 1,000 signatures.
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During her campaign for governor, 
Gretchen Whitmer pledged to “fix 
the damn roads.” She has been 
in office for nearly a year, but the 
roads are not fixed. Instead, she has 
focused on things like introducing 
the Reproductive Health Act (RHA). 

On October 29th, Governor 
Whitmer and 14 pro-abortion 
Democratic women held a press 
conference unveiling the RHA. The 
set of bills  making up the act would 
do the following: 

• Create a fundamental right to 
abortion and contraception in 
law. 

• Redefine “abortion” to exclude 
abortifacient contraceptives like 
the Plan B morning after pill.

• Define “pregnancy” as 
beginning at implantation rather 
than fertilization—a political 
definition to prevent banning 
abortifacients as abortion. 

• Define “fetal viability” to mean 
the ability to live outside the 
womb without the need for 
extraordinary care—whatever 
than means. They do not want 
to obligate doctors to provide 
a baby with medical care if born 
alive after a failed late-term 
abortion. 

• Repeal our long-standing 
complete ban on abortion, 
our partial-birth abortion 
ban, the informed consent 

law which includes a 24-hour 
waiting period, abortion facility 
licensing, screening for coercion 
to abort and the parental 
consent requirement for minor 
teens seeking abortions.

• Allow non-doctors to perform 
abortions and provides an 
unlimited “health” exception for 
late-term abortions.

• Prohibit any unit of government 
from regulating the right to 
abortion. This would include 
schools. It also removes the 
penalty for school employees 
who aid students in obtaining 
abortions. 

• Provide for civil litigation if a 
woman feels aggrieved by the 
state in her exercise of her right to 
abortion and/or contraception.

 
• Changes the term pregnant 

“woman” to pregnant 
“individual” in state statute. 

In a word, Governor Whitmer and 
her pro-abortion colleagues want 
“unlimited” abortions. That means 
abortion-on-demand through all 
9 months of pregnancy with no 
restrictions and no health and safety 
standards. They want to eliminate 
nearly every common-sense 
abortion restriction ever passed 
including eliminating the rights 
of parents to be involved in their 
daughter’s abortion decision—or 
even notified.  

In short, Governor Whitmer wants 
Michigan to join the ranks of New 
York, Vermont and Virginia. Anyone 
who thought Gretchen Whitmer was 
a moderate on abortion should no 
longer be confused.

In addition to the horrific RHA, 
budget negotiations between 
the Republican majority and the 
Governor have broken down several 
times in part because of Governor 
Whitmer’s 147 line-item vetoes. Two 
of her vetoes were targeted at the 
prolife movement. She eliminated 
$700,000 for the Real Alternatives 
crisis pregnancy help program. She 
also eliminated $150,000 for the 
Pregnant and Parenting Student 
Services program. That program 
which would have created offices 
to aid pregnant students on college 
campuses—a program Whitmer 
voted to create when she was a 
state representative! 

Instead of fixing the roads, Governor 
Whitmer is putting in the fix for her 
friends at Planned Parenthood by 
attempting to expand abortion in 
our state. 

Like we’ve seen around the country, 
Governor Whitmer and her pro-
abortion allies are preparing for the 
day when Roe v. Wade is overturned 
and the abortion decision comes 
back to the states. Some states 
are expanding their state laws to 
accommodate unlimited abortion 
while others are passing state laws to 
restrict abortion. Governor Whitmer, 
like many other state leaders, wants 

her state to be abortion-friendly. 
She knows Michigan currently has 
the most protective state law in the 
nation for the unborn—a complete 
ban except to save the life of the 
mother—and she will stop at nothing 
to see to it that it is repealed before 
Roe is overturned. 

Fortunately, we hold slim prolife 
majorities in the Michigan House 
and the Senate, so this dangerous 
bill package is dead on arrival—for 
now. Senator Mike Shirkey said in a 
recent interview, “As long as I am in 
the Senate, and as long as I serve 
as Senate Majority Leader, these 
kinds of bills will never see the light 
of day.” 

Elections have consequences. We 
are currently safe from this New 
York-style unlimited abortion bill 
becoming law, but this should be a 
sober wake-up call to anyone who 
thinks it will never happen here. 

Voting for prolife politicians at every 
level is important.  Without the 
stalwart support of prolife legislators 
creating a firewall against extreme 
pro-abortion laws, Michigan could 
join the ranks of states like California 
and New York. 

Right to Life of Michigan is 
sometimes criticized for being “too 
political.” There’s a good reason the 
Right to Life of Michigan Political 
Action Committee endorses prolife 
candidates. If you don’t vote prolife, 
you won’t get prolife legal protection 
for the unborn.

Capitol Report:  
Gretchen Whitmer’s Unlimited Abortion Act

9th Circuit Court Surprise Ruling Upholds President 
Trump’s Protect Life Rule
For many years, the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals held a reputation 
as the most progressive court in the 
nation. Hearing cases out of the 
west coast district courts, some even 
dubbed it the “9th Circus Court.”

Because of their reputation, it was 
a surprise to many that a 9th Circuit 
Court panel upheld President Donald 
Trump’s Protect Life Rule on July 
11 that partially defunded Planned 
Parenthood. The 7-4 decision upheld 
a previous ruling from a smaller panel 
of the 9th Circuit Court. 

The decision itself should not have 
been a surprise. The U.S. Supreme 
Court upheld a similar Reagan 
Administration rule in a 1991 case, 
Rust v. Sullivan. 

Lower courts are generally bound to 
follow U.S. Supreme Court precedent. 
However, experience has show that 
judges who support abortion believe 
no law, legal text, or public vote can 
possibly contradict free and unlimited 
abortions. 

The 9th Circuit Court did the right 

thing because President Trump has 
been able to replace retiring pro-
abortion judges with fair judges who 
believe in the rule of law, not the rule 
of Planned Parenthood over all.

As a result of the ruling, Planned 
Parenthood is losing about $60 
million in funding from the federal 
Title X Family Planning  program.

Though the bulk of their tax funding 
comes through the Medicaid 
program—which requires a change in 
law to end—Planned Parenthood now 

has $60 million fewer dollars to spend 
on providing and promoting abortion, 
their core mission. Importantly, that’s 
your money no longer being spent to 
help take the lives of unborn children.
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Just in Time to Save Their Daughter
November is National Adoption 
Month.

Tricia and her husband Scott spent 
long years wishing for a child. They 
tried for many years to conceive, and 
when they never did, they decided 
to start the adoption journey. They 
became an active couple, hoping to 
be paired with a child who needed a 
home, but after a few years of waiting 
with no responses they became 
discouraged.

“We thought, maybe God had 
other plans for us,” Tricia said. “We 
committed to thoroughly spoiling our 
nieces and nephews.”

Meanwhile, an acquaintance of 
Scott’s through work was facing her 
own difficulties. She was pregnant, 
but not ready to care for a child and 
didn’t want her family to know about 
it.

One night, Tricia and Scott received 
a Facebook message from her, asking 
if they would ever consider adopting 
from someone they know.

“This was someone who was very 
supportive when she learned we 
were hoping to adopt,” Tricia said. 
“She said she would even share our 
information if she ever encountered 
someone looking for options. When 
she reached out because she was 
pregnant, we said, of course we 
would!”

Tricia and Scott were thrilled at the 
possibility of receiving the child into 

their home. They were even more 
grateful and surprised when they 
heard the story behind the woman’s 
inspiration to contact them.

“She was going to terminate—
she was actually on her way to the 
appointment, but she said she 
remembered Scott and I, and how 
much we wanted a baby but couldn’t 
have one. She realized the weight of 
her decision and decided to reach 
out to us.” Tricia said.

They soon finalized the paperwork 
to become her adoptive parents, 
and on October 7th, 2017, Tricia and 
Scott were in the delivery room while 
Kyndal was born.

“It was kind of like coming full circle,” 
Tricia said, explaining that she was 
also adopted.

After Kyndal’s birth, there was a 30-
day period in which the birth mother 
could change her mind about the 
adoption.

“This was almost more stressful 
than the years we spent waiting to 
be matched,” Tricia said. “We were 
pretty sure she wouldn’t change her 
mind because she had such a good 
understanding with us, but there’s 
always that ‘what if?’”

Eventually the 30 days were over, and 
Kyndal has spent two happy years at 
home with Tricia and Scott.

“She is the sweetest, most beautiful 
blessing,” Tricia said. “It was all 

definitely orchestrated by God. I just 
think, if we had even had children 
when we were first trying, Kyndal 
might never have been born.”

Tricia acknowledged the long and 
difficult period of waiting during the 
adoption process was a necessary part 
of the story. A small misunderstanding 
in their paperwork caused years of 
waiting without a match, even though 
their profile had very high views from 
birth parents looking for a couple.

“But again, if we had been paired 
with a child any sooner, our Kyndal 
may never have been born,” she said.

Kyndal’s is an open adoption, and 
she her birth mother has visited a few 
times. Tricia will often send texts with 
pictures.

Tricia recalled a conversation she 
had with Kyndal’s birth mom once. 
Kyndal’s birth mom had said that 
instead of feeling the guilt she thought 
would accompany placing Kyndal for 
adoption, she is happy knowing that 
Kyndal is in good hands.

“It gives me peace knowing her birth 
mom is also at peace” Tricia said,

Tricia received permission from 
Kyndal’s birth mother to share their 
story, because they both hope it might 
bring peace to people experiencing 
life’s difficulties—in the painful times 
of being unable to have children, and 
in the uncertainty of unexpected.

“God is always faithful,” Tricia said.

RLM-PAC Endorses President Trump, John James
The Right to Life of Michigan Political 
Action Committee announced 2020 
election endorsements for President 
Donald Trump and John James.

Early endorsements by Right to 
Life of Michigan Political Action 
Committee (RLM-PAC) are rare. 
John James is the only major prolife 
candidate who has filed to run 
against U.S. Senator Gary Peters.

John James was the only U.S. Senate 
candidate in 2018 endorsed by the 
RLM-PAC.

The U.S. Senate currently has a 
thin prolife majority. There are 53 
current senators with 100% prolife 

voting records, though two of those 
senators are not reliable prolife 
votes.

On July 4, 2019, the National 
Right to Life Committee endorsed 
President Trump. The RLM-PAC 
affirmed the endorsement for his re-
election campaign in Michigan.

President Trump’s prolife victories 
include nominations of two U.S. 
Supreme Court justices and 
numerous other judges. His 
administration has enforced and 
expanded several important 
regulations, making him the first 
president to successfully defund 
Planned Parenthood.
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Thank you to Annabel Karsten for 
sharing this testimony with us, which 
she originally shared at her church. 
It gives us an important perspective 
on what runs through the mind of 
young woman experiencing a crisis 
pregnancy.

Hi, my name is Annabel, and after I 
heard that this week was going to be 
about abortion, I felt God tugging 
at my heart to share my story. So I’m 

going to do my best as this is still 
a very fresh, emotional journey for 
me.

Two pink lines. A positive pregnancy 
test. I’m 17. Senior in high school, 
and living the best days of my life. 
On the high school dance team with 
an upcoming dance scholarship for 
college that I was so excited about.

Sitting on my bed, everything I 
had ever thought for my future 
came crashing down in an instant. 
How could this be happening to 
me? I could feel the shame come 
over me like a big, thick blanket. 
I wanted to wake up from this 
horrible nightmare, but it wouldn’t 
go away. I spent the following weeks 
and months in a depression, hardly 
talking to anyone, and agonizing 

over what others would think of 
me when I finally shared my news. 
I kept it a secret from the public for 
3 months.

The burden of that weight is 
indescribable. The fears, the words, 
the situations that play out in your 
mind are endless. I just wanted 
those thought to go away. And how 
would this little, perfect town ever 
forgive me? It’s awesome for football 

support, but wow, when you do a 
big sin, like get caught having sex 
because now you’re pregnant, that’s 
a whole different game.

I got placed on a whole new level of 
judgement. I heard it over and over. I 
believe that this is the hardest mental 
battle for leading girls to choosing 
life for unborn babies: the shame. 
Will the church still love me? Will I be 
accepted for what I did? Will I have 
support, and how will my life go on 
after this? They’re questions that 
hold so much weight—weight that 
is too heavy to carry on your own, 
for most. Satan so badly wanted to 
be at the forefront of every thought 
and decision because he wanted my 
story that God intended to write. 
But I knew my quiet sin had to go 
public because there’s no hiding a 

baby bump unless I chose to get rid 
of it.

I only had to see the little 4-week-
old heartbeat to know that I had a 
choice. I was given the option for 
a quick fix, but to have life long 
consequences of knowing that I 
stopped a heartbeat. But then no 
one would ever know, and I could 
keep on going with the plan for 
my life. This wasn’t honestly God’s 
plan for me, right? I have college, 
a dance scholarship, my dignity, 
my pride. Do you know how good 
another option sounds to so many 
that are in my position? Or, I could 
believe that this little life inside of 
me wanted to have a voice in her 
future. To know that she was given a 
chance to become something great.

Why does this option have to be 
so difficult to believe? Why do the 
lies of Satan look so tempting? Let 
me tell you why: because many 
times I was told from my Christian 
community that this is a private 
situation, not to celebrated. I didn’t 
deserve a gender-reveal party or 
baby showers. I should be on my 
own, and feeling the dark side of my 
condition: my sin. My shame was my 
own fault. Do you know how many 
girls choose an abortion because of 
shame? That is so wrong, and I am 
here to tell you that there is hope 
in the midst of the shame. But I can 
also say I finally understand why so 
many take the other option. And 
if you have, I’m sorry. Because for 
some it’s too much to deal with the 
guilt you have to face on a daily 
basis of being an unwed mom. And 
they have no support.

But the beautiful chapter in my story 
is this: I didn’t choose an abortion. 
I found small pieces of strength to 
hang on to, and that’s what I want 
to share.

A few months ago, I shared on 
my Instagram these words: “If you 

are EVER at a place where you are 
entering my journey, please message 
me. If the shame and guilt is louder in 
your head then the gentle words of 
‘you can do this,’ come find me and 
let’s talk. Don’t make this decision 
in secret. Don’t take a life to make 
yours seem better for a few days. 
Don’t quit the hard fight of holding 
your shameful head up. Don’t cause 
your self more pain by closing your 
eyes, and seeing that little life that 
could have told you, ‘Thank you for 
keeping me.’ My heart is telling me 
that there may be other girls that 
follow me and are struggling with 
your decision on whether to tell 
your family, friends, and community 
you have an unplanned pregnancy. 
Guess what? God’s still in the 
unplanned, and I see it daily in my 
sweet baby girl.”

Since then, I’ve had the opportunity 
to help 4 girls that are pregnant 
teenagers.

I recently met with a girl that comes 
from a strong “Christian” family and 
attended a Christian high school. 
She had an abortion scheduled. 
She messaged me wondering how 
I decided to keep my little girl, 
terrified that her family will not 
accept her and the community 
with judge her—so much that an 
abortion was her only option in her 
mind. I was able to bring truth and 
light to her dark thoughts through 
my story. She canceled her abortion 
for the next morning and she is now 
on her pregnancy journey with her 
parents in full support.

I believe our generation needs to 
make a difference on this choice 
of life. We need to bring it back to 
the One who gives us life, and gave 
His life up for ours. I am so thankful 
that God is redeeming my story and 
that if my journey can help one girl 
at a time, I will do my best to bring 
Jesus to the forefront of the darkest 
thoughts.

The Burden of Unplanned Pregnancy

sa
ve

 th
e 

da
te

 fo
r Thursday, May 7, 2020

Charles H. Wright Museum of  African American History
Detroit, MI

special guest speaker
Pastor Claude Allen May
Senior Pastor of Oasis of Hope  Christian Church

In support of Right to Life of Michigan’s prolife educational outreach 
within the Black community. Call Tina at (313) 212-1326 for more info.
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When Preparedness and 
Opportunity Meet
A very wise person once told me that the meaning 
of success is when preparedness and opportunity 
meet. At first, I thought that was just a bunch of 
well-placed words in a lofty sentence, but then I 
began to give it some serious thought. And here’s 
what I learned: it’s true!  

Consider for example the athlete who wants to 
run a marathon. They don’t just wake up one day, 
run the race and expect to win. No! They train 
long and hard in an effort to be well-prepared. 
The odds of beating their personal best, 
placing or winning have increased dramatically. 
Preparedness + Opportunity = SUCCESS!

The same holds true for how we prepare for the 
end of our lives and all we have acquired during 
our lifetime. It’s been proven over and over again, 
we can’t take it with us, so what do we do? We 
take time now to prepare by creating a will or 
living trust.  

The success of these legal documents comes with 
the directive you provide. If you want to ensure 
control over your hard-earned assets at the time 
of death, you need a will or living trust.  If you 
want to name a particular person to manage the 
affairs of your estate, you need a will or living 
trust. If you want your estate divided up between 
your family, your church, your college, Right to 
Life of Michigan or your local Right to Life affiliate, 
you need a will or living trust. If you have minor 
children and want to name their guardians should 
both parents pre-decease the children, you can 
do that too.  

If you would like to know the differences between 
a will and living trust, or would like to talk to a 
prolife estate planning attorney, or if you would 
like more information to review in the privacy of 
your own home, simply fill out the form below 
and send it in.  Right to Life of Michigan can help!

#

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY • CLIP & SEND
o Send me a FREE Will Information Kit.

o  Send me the most up-to-date FREE listing of prolife estate planning attorneys in my area.

o	Send me FREE information about leaving a charitable gift to Right to Life of Michigan, or 
RLM Educational Fund, or RLM Educational Endowment Fund in my will or living trust.

NAME

ADDRESS / CITY / STATE / ZIP CODE

PHONE E-MAIL

122019

Information provided above is for the purpose of providing general answers to commonly asked questions. 
None of the information contained herein is intended as legal advice or legal opinion relative to specific 

matters, facts, situations or issues. Please contact an attorney for specific legal advice.

MAIL TO:  
Right to Life of Michigan - Gift Planning Office  
P.O. Box 901, Grand Rapids, MI 49509

You can remember a deceased loved one 
or honor one of the special people in your 
life through a tax-deductible memorial or 
honorary contribution to the Right to Life 

of Michigan Educational Fund. 

A thoughtful acknowledgment will 
be sent to the family or person you 
designate, while the gift amount will 

remain confidential. Visit RTL.org and click 
on the “Giving” tab. Or, send a check 

with information about the memorial or 
honorarium to: 

RLM Educational Fund
P.O. Box 901 

Grand Rapids, MI 49509

Thinking of others, 
supporting life

In Memory Of:          Given By:

Pastor Alberta….....................Brian & Pam Cusack Family;
                      Barbara Listing; Livingston County RTL

Baby B…....................................Brian & Pam Cusack Family

Robert Bonish…...........................................Barbara Listing

Robert Bowen, Sr…...Dawn Bowen; Rita & Roger Johnson

Joseph Michael Brown…...................Glenn & Cathy Simon

Noah Brown….....................................................Julie Gage

Mrs. Judy Buchholtz…............Donald & Carol Anderson;
                                 Dennis Buchholtz;

                                  Kenneth & Ellen Herring;
                                 Barbara Listing; Dan, Bill, & Terri Melnyk;

                                  Ronald & Lulia Michals;
                                Michelle Trosper-MCRWC

Dr. Laurence Burns…..............Brian & Pam Cusack Family; 
Barbara Listing; Pamela Sherstad;

                              Joe Tietema; Irene Wordhouse

Mrs. Alma Cahill…...................Barbara Listing; Paul Moses

Mr. and Mrs. William Casnovsky............Dennis Casnovsky

Dennis Curry…...................James C. Komendera, DDS, PC

Mrs. Rose DePrekel…...........................................Lisa Goss

Jeanne Erhardt…..................William & Donna McDonagh;
                       Patrick & Cecilia Morrissey

Mr. Louis Fairbrother…............Elias & Amelia Escabedo;
                                 Susan Mohan;

                                  Ken & Jane Rogers; Carl Rose

Brian Gast…..............1st Source Bank; Pamela D. Bender;
                 Sue Colligan;

Barb & Dean and Family DeVries;
                 Sally & David Durr;

                 Timothy & Lorraine Hanley;
                 Michael & Claudia Hanley;

                 Barbara & Otto Listing; Daniel & Angela Maciag;
                 L. Richard & Nancy Marzke;

Passaro, Kahne, Taylor & DeFrancesco Law Offices;
                 Susan Schalon; Pamela Sherstad;

                 Emily & Anthony Veltri; Katie Waskiewicz

Marla Gauss…........................................................Ila Parker

Gerald Gilcher….........................................Carol Wikaryasz

Alice Goenner…..............................Barbara & Otto Listing

Mr. Joseph Grabarkiewicz….............Bruce Grabarkiewicz

Doug Hanna…..........................................Shirley Geoghan;
           Patrick & Yvonne Gorman

Dale William Hearth…...................John & Maureen Brown

Frant & Freda Herbert…..............................Agnes Weaver,
Francis Ciolino, Mary Pizzimenti, 

Janet Bommarito

Miss Debra Hyslop….....................................Daniel Hyslop

In Memory of
Dr. Larry Burns

1941-2019

Husband, Father, Friend

RLM Board Member

Grand Rapids RTL President

Prolife Giant
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James C. Johnston….............................Judith L. Johnston

Karl Kraft….............................................Cass County RTL

Frank Koltuniak…..........................RTL of Sanilac County;
                           Michael & Rosemarie Schwartz

Edward Laesch…................................Mike & Vita LaMora

Troy Lafever…...........................................Natalia Cappella

Fr. Norbert Landreville…................Robert & Marian Huhn

Mr. Albert LaTorre…........................................Diane Moyer

Martha Latos......Laura Anatasi; Marian Riley; Joann Spence

Gabriella Lenhart..............................................Anonymous; 
Lawrence & Jeanne Barnes;

                Stan & Dee Bennette;
                         Ronald & Vicki Bieber;

                            Charles & Christine Brown;
              Carol Dever; Todd & Diana Goodman;

                            Daniel & Judith Krajewski;
                            Julius & Beverly Lenhart; Eleanor Marker;

  Thomas & Sandra Pitsch; John & Joyce Pitsch;
Right to Life of North Allegan County;

                            Robert Schumacher; Robert & Nancy Vogt;
                           Philip & Ellen Wilke; Paula Williams

Mr. Robert Leonard…...........James Leonard; Randy Weiss

Ben & Carrie Lewandowski….............Craig & Berni Seidell

Pastor Kim Lewis…...............................................Lisa Goss

Catherine MacDonald…................Paul & Peggy Haviland

Mrs. Marilyn Mangutz…...Ruth & David Buko; Jane Egerer;
                                     Ronald & Penny Helfrich;

                                     James & Theresa Kretz;
                                     James Mangutz; Lois Roggenbeck;

                                     Edward & Connie Schneller;
                                     Mary Sieggreen; Janet Thompson;
                                     Jane Waugh; Kim and Vicki White

Deb Matthews…....................................Luane Feldpausch

Miss Lakelyn McBride….............Kenneth & Jane Pierpont

James Militello…..................................Paul & Sandy Racine

Beth DeBruyne Mohr….................................Marilyn Mohr

Mrs. Suzanne Muliett….............Betty, Mike, Collen, Dan, 
Pat, Joe, & families (Gaffney);

                                   Ginger Kramer; Walt & Janet Lane;
                  Oakwood Village Condo Assoc. Inc.

Miles Murphy IV…...................Brian & Pam Cusack Family

Martin Murray…...............................................Mark Murray

Peter & Marie Noto........................Michael & Vita LaMora
(Wedding Anniversary)

Myles Nurenberg...........Rosemary Cliff; Tuesday Morning 
Prayer Group at Sacred Heart Church

Gail L. Orr….....................................................Francis R. Orr

Peggy Otto….....................................RTL of North Allegan

Mrs. Patricia Pagel.......Eric & Carrie Berry; Michelle David;
                               Shelly Mol; Melinda Volk

Sherry Kapraly Passinault…..............Dave & Carol Churan

Mary Lou Peerbolt…...............Steven & Frances Langeler

William & Elaine Pierson…..............Mary & Daniel Gettel

Barbara J. Pounder-Simkus…..........Ms. Valerie Whiteman

Mr. Mark Purcey…..................Lawrence & Wanda Basener;
                            David & Karen DeKuiper;

                            Immanuel Reformed Church;
                            Josh & Sarah Lehmann;

                            Timothy P MacDonald; V.O & J.M Pals;
                            Bonnie Purcey

Thomas Newby…............................................Gerry Newby

Mr. Howard Rabideau…....Anonymous; Gloria Schauman;
                            Randy & June Simmons;

                                    Vickie Sugden;

Roland David Rabideau….......Brian & Pam Cusack Family

Ralph & Caroline Rauch…............Robert & Janet Urbanic

Diane Rose…................................................Barbara Listing

Mrs. Joan Royston…............Dee Bennette; Sue Colligan;
Brian & Pam Cusack Family;

Vita & Michael LaMora;
Barbara & Otto Listing;

Mr. David Ruth…....................................................Lori Ruth

Alfred Schoenrade….............................Angela Rochowiak

Mrs. Ann Schoenrade…........................Angela Rochowiak

Joe Scholten….....................John & Jeanne Van Kammen

Richard N. Similuk, Sr…....Anonymous; Willard Bosanko;
Mr. & Mrs. Morris DeFever; 

LM & MJ Fenlon;
David & Gail Grace;

                                    Rich & Lisa Kolpasky;
                                    Bob & Linda Makosky;

                                    Anthony Peters; Wesley Sibel;
                                    Gary & Alane Zelinsky

Anne Simpson…..................................Dan & Sue Kardasz;
                        Rocky & Patty Krcatovich;

Anne & Bob Tancredi

Samantha Smith….............................Glenn & Marie Smith

Ruth C. Stevens…...................Anonymous; Carole Harken

Karen Ann Taylor…...................................The Euchre Club

Mary Sue Terrasi…..................Terrence & Loretta Bronson;
                            Rev. Daniel Complo;

                            Edward & Patricia Cook;
Lotus Financial Services PLLC/Gary E. Nowitzke;

                            Debra Osentoski; Rex & Sallie Reeve;
                            Timothy & Angelina Roberts; William Terrasi

Christine Thurston…..................................Tom Feldpausch

Tony & Helen Urbanic…................Robert & Janet Urbanic

Dena VandenBosch…......................................Her children

Harold G VanderZouwen…...............Richard & Nona Wylie

Gloria Vear…............................Kate Hayes; Barbara Listing

Ray Weingartz….........................................Pastor Alex Silva

Ronald Willett….......................................Olivia Sichterman

Mark Wirth…..............................................Tom Feldpausch

Happy AnniversaryHappy Anniversary
Jim & Linda Kurncz (50th)........................Dan & Pat Snyder
Arthur & Margaret Plonka (50th).....Randy & Sharon Cavalier
Randy & Michele Royston......Brian & Pam Cusack Family
Deacon Dan & Vicki Schneider (50th)...............Freda Felan
Kurt & Cindy Schreiber (40th).....Kathleen Bailey; Geri Franko;

                           Lou & Marie Marchetti;
        Barbara McNeil; Bob & Patty Mrowka;

                                                                     Mark & Julie Pappas;
                         Dr. & Mrs. Donald Welker; Alda Zardus

Robert & Carol Smith.........................Loren & Esther Chiles

Happy BirthdayHappy Birthday
Mr. Wayne Banker, Sr..............................…Douglas Banker
Shirley Borkowski......................................Leigh Ann Harris
Leisa Carzon....................................................Chris Shelton
Mary Celusnak.................................................Helen Singer
Carol DeVecht...........................................Leigh Ann Harris
Mrs. Beverlee (90)................................................Martie List
Barb Katerberg......................Brian & Pam Cusack Family
Linda Lamers...................................Bruce & Ann Mingerink
Mr. Daniel J. O’Brien (59).....................Brian & Pam Cusack
Kim Osterholzer..................Edward & Beverly Osterholzer
Mr. John Thoma (90).............................................Joan Huff
Vickie Tober...............................................Leigh Ann Harris
Mr. Gary Voris..................................................Trey Blanton

Neal & Cookie Ferguson.....Harmony Chapel Church Family; 
(Wedding)                                    Donna Lahrke

Roy & Louise Galdes…....................................John Galdes

Chris Gast............................................................Sonny Gast

Shirley Geoghan........................................Margarat Walker

Mrs. Jamie Jeffries (Trolls)............................Ashley Dionne

Jeremy, Nick, Nina, Hannah,.............Angelo & Melissa Poli 
Elijah, Nicholas, Olivia, Jax

Rev. Bryan Kassa......St. Joseph Chaldean Catholic Parish

Our Grandchildren...................................Mary DesOrmeau

Robert Rochowiak..................................Angela Rochowiak 
(In Honor of Your Mission)

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Shollenberger.....Jennifer Lisow; Gail Meyer
(Wedding)

Buzz & Norma VanKuiken........Brian & Pam Cusack Family

In Honor Of:          Given By:In Memory Of:          Given By:

SoHLS Bulletin Inserts!

These 5.5” x 8.5” full color bulletin inserts featuring a prolife prayer are perfect for Sanctity of 
Human Life Sunday church services, prolife gatherings and events. Order now at RTL.org/sohls 
while supplies last!

Visit RTL.org/sohls to find more resources like candle kits, litanies/intercessions, educational 
presentations, prolife leader resources, March for Life bust trips and more!

Order yours  
Today!


