
buds are taking shape. By 20 weeks the baby can respond to sound and 
suck her thumb.6 Given just a few more days of growth, she may even be 
able to survive if born prematurely, starting around 22 weeks.

Q:  Does dismemberment abortion have wide support in 
the medical community?

A:  NO. The violent and dehumanizing nature of dismemberment abortion 
undermines the public’s perception of the appropriate role of a physician and 
confuses the medical, legal, and ethical duties of physicians to preserve and 
promote life. Dr. Warren Hern is a Colorado abortionist who has performed 
numerous dismemberment abortions and has written a textbook on abortion 
procedures. He stated, “There is no possibility of denial of an act of destruction 
by the operator [of a D&E abortion]. It is before one’s eyes. The sensation of 
dismemberment flow through the forceps like an electric current.”7

References:
1 - Gonzales v. Carhart, 550 US 124 (2007)
2 - Stenberg v. Carhart, 530 US 914 (2000)
3 - Maureen Paul et al., eds., Management of unintended and 

abnormal pregnancy: Comprehensive abortion care (John Wiley 
& Sons, 2009), 157.

4 - Michigan Dept. of Health and Human Services, Induced 
abortions in Michigan, March 2018.

5 - Maureen Paul et al., eds., Management of unintended and 
abnormal pregnancy: Comprehensive abortion care (John Wiley 
& Sons, 2009), 157-159.

6 - “Pregnancy week by week,” Mayo Clinic, <http://www.
mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/pregnancy-week-by-week/in-
depth/HLV-20049471> (October 16, 2015)

7 - Warren M. Hern, M.D., and Billie Corrigan, R.N., What About 
Us? Staff Reactions to the D&E Procedure, paper presented at 
the Annual Meeting of the Association of Planned Parenthood 
Physicians, San Diego, California, October 26, 1978.

Answers to frequently asked questions about 
banning the D&E abortion procedure commonly 

known as “dismemberment abortion.”

www.RTL.org | info@rtl.org
Lansing Legislative Office (517) 487-3376



Q:  Isn’t “dismemberment abortion” a harsh description?

A:  NO. Also known as a D&E (dilation and evacuation) abortion, it’s a 
highly barbaric second trimester abortion procedure. “Dismemberment” 
is the simplest way to describe how this abortion procedure works. In his 
opinions in the Stenberg v. Carhart (2000) and Gonzales v. Carhart (2000) 
partial-birth abortion cases, U.S. Supreme Courty Justice Anthony Kennedy 
described it accurately:

“The doctor, often guided by ultrasound, inserts grasping forceps through 
the woman’s cervix and into the uterus to grab the fetus. The doctor grips a 
fetal part with the forceps and pulls it back through the cervix and vagina, 
continuing to pull even after meeting resistance from the cervix. The friction 
causes the fetus to tear apart. For example, a leg might be ripped off the 
fetus as it is pulled through the cervix and out of the woman.”1 

“The fetus, in many cases, dies just as a human adult or child would: It 
bleeds to death as it is torn from limb from limb. The fetus can be alive at 
the beginning of the dismemberment process and can survive for a time 
while its limbs are being torn off.”2

Q:  Are dismemberment abortions rare?

A:  NO. According to the National Abortion Federation Abortion Training 
Textbook, “D&E remains the most prevalent method of second-trimester 
pregnancy termination in the USA, accounting for 96% of all second 
trimester abortions.”3 There were 1,777 dismemberment abortions 
performed in Michigan in 2017.4 For example, that number is greater than 
the deaths due to breast cancer and gun homicides combined in Michigan.

Q:  Are dismemberment abortions ever necessary to 
preserve the life and health of the mother?

A:  NO. Dismemberment abortions are never medically necessary in an 
acute medical emergency. It can take up to 36 hours to dilate the cervix 
alone before the procedure can begin. According to the National Abortion 
Federation Abortion Training Textbook, D&E abortions are a preferred 
method, in part, because they are cheaper than other available methods.5

Q:  Isn’t this just another law that will be easily struck down 
by the courts?

A:  NO. This law would not ask the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn or 
replace the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. It is asking the U.S. Supreme 
Court to apply the standards used in the Gonzales v. Carhart partial birth 
abortion decision to the very similar and equally brutal dismemberment 
abortion procedure. In the majority opinion of that case, Justice Anthony 
Kennedy wrote, “No one would dispute that, for many, D&E is a procedure 
itself laden with the power to devalue human life.”

Q:  What about unborn children with a fetal abnormality, 
shouldn’t there be an exception for those pregnancies?

A:  NO. It is a sad truth that some unborn babies start their lives having 
serious medical conditions. These unborn children have disabilities, just 
like many adults. For a society which prides itself on welcoming people with 
disabilities, it should be unacceptable to “solve” disabilities by killing the 
disabled before birth using the most brutal and painful fashion imaginable. 
Some of these disabilities include correctable conditions like club feet or 
cleft palates. Surely we can do better.

Prenatal diagnoses can often be incorrect or inaccurate, unnecessarily 
putting pressure on a woman to have an abortion. What’s needed most 
is accurate information and resources about the diagnosed disability, and 
information about perinatal hospice or other services available.

For those children with life-threatening conditions, perinatal hospice offers a 
positive alternative to the trauma of aborting a child. It honors and respects 
the dignity of everyone involved. It offers the mother carrying the child 
extensive counseling and birth preparation involving the combined efforts 
of specialists, OB/GYN doctors, neonatologists, anesthesia services, clergy, 
social workers, labor and delivery nurses, and neonatal nurses.

Q:  Dismemberment abortions are used to kill relatively 
undeveloped children, aren’t they?

A:  NO. Even by 9 weeks of gestation, the baby has arms, legs, ears and 
eyes that are clearly visible. Taste buds are forming on her tongue and tooth 


